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___ The faculty advisor to the student writing the thesis wishes to claim joint authorship 

in this work. 

 
In each section, please check the ONE statement that reflects your wishes. 

 

I. PUBLICATION AND QUOTATION: LITERARY PROPERTY RIGHTS 
A student author automatically owns the copyright to his/her work, whether or not a copyright symbol and 

date are placed on the piece.  The duration of U.S. copyright on a manuscript--and Williams theses are 

considered manuscripts--is the life of the author plus 70 years. 

 

___ I/we do not choose to retain literary property rights to the thesis, and I wish to assign 

them immediately to Williams College. 
Selecting this option will assign copyright to the College.  This in no way precludes a student 

author from later publishing his/her work; the student would, however, need to contact the 

Archives for a permission form.  The Archives would be free in this case to also grant permission 

to another researcher to publish small sections from the thesis.  Rarely would there be any reason 

for the Archives to grant permission to another party to publish the thesis in its entirely; if such a 

situation arose, the Archives would be in touch with the author to let them know that such a 

request had been made. 

 

___I/we wish to retain literary property rights to the thesis for a period of three years, at 

which time the literary property rights shall be assigned to Williams College. 
Selecting this option gives the author a few years to make exclusive use of the thesis in up-coming 

projects: articles, later research, etc.   

 

___ I/we wish to retain literary property rights to the thesis for a period of _____ years, or 

until my death, whichever is the later, at which time the literary property rights shall be 

assigned to Williams College. 
Selecting this option allows the author great flexibility in extending or shortening the time of 

his/her automatic copyright period.  Some students are interested in using their thesis in graduate 

school work.  In this case, it would make sense for them to enter a number such as ‘10 years’ in 

the blank, and line out the words ‘or until my death, whichever is the later.’  In any event, it is 

easier for the Archives to administer copyright on a manuscript if the period ends with the 

individual's death--our staff won't have to search for estate executors in this case--but this is 

entirely up to each student.   

 

II. ACCESS 
The Williams College Libraries are investigating the posting of theses online, as well as their retention in 

hardcopy.   

 

___ Williams College is granted permission to maintain and provide access to my thesis 

in hardcopy and via the Web both on and off campus. 
Selecting this option allows researchers around the world to access the digital version of your 

work. 

 

distributed



___ Williams College is granted permission to maintain and provide access to my thesis 

in hardcopy and via the Web for on-campus use only. 
Selecting this option allows access to the digital version of your work from the on-campus 

network only.  

 

___ The thesis is to be maintained and made available in hardcopy form only. 
Selecting this option allows access to your work only from the hardcopy you submit.  Such access 

pertains to the entirety of your work, including any media that it comprises or includes. 

 

III. COPYING AND DISSEMINATION 
Because theses are listed on FRANCIS, the Libraries receive numerous requests every year for copies of 

works.  If/when a hardcopy thesis is duplicated for a researcher, a copy of the release form always 

accompanies the copy.  Any digital version of your thesis will include the release form. 

 

___ Copies of the thesis may be provided to any researcher. 
Selecting this option allows any researcher to request a copy from the Williams College Libraries, 

or to make one from an electronic version. 

 

___ Copying of the thesis is restricted for ___ years, at which time copies may be provided to 

any researcher.   
This option allows the author to set a time limit on copying restrictions.  During this period, an 

electronic version of the thesis will be protected against duplication. 

 

___ Copying of the thesis or portions thereof, except as needed to maintain an adequate 

number of research copies available in the Williams College Libraries, is expressly 

prohibited.  The electronic version of the thesis will be protected against duplication. 
Selecting this option allows no reproductions to be made for researchers.  The electronic version 

of the thesis will be protected against duplication.  This option does not dis-allow researchers from 

reading/viewing the work in either hardcopy or digital form. 
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